[Zootechnology of companion animals--a new need, a new challenge].
The outline and motivation for a new subject in the veterinary curriculum is given. The pregraduate curriculum is divided into ethology, handling, management and care, breeding, behaviour, nutrition, knowledge of breeds, shows, obedience and training of companion animals, the possible clinical implications of normal breed characteristics, the companion animal market, practice management, the study of the human to animal contact and the specialised application of such contacts.